PEKING   TO   JAPAN              225

a long period before the Russo-Japanese struggle the politicians
and the soldiers of Nippon had realized the menace of Russian
encroachment and it was the repeated failure of the Czar's
Government to withdraw the Russian troops from Manchuria
that led Japan, in an act of self-preservation, to seek a solution
on the field of battle. No sooner was war declared in 1904 than
the Japanese Government took the first of those steps that
were destined to consolidate her position in Korea and to lead,
six years later, to its annexation. In July, 1904, an agreement
was signed between the Japanese and Korean Governments.
It stipulated that the Imperial Government of Korea should place
implicit confidence in the Imperial Government of Japan and
adopt the advice of the latter in reference to improvements in the
administration. A month later (August, 1904) the Korean
Government formally undertook " to consult the Government of
Japan before concluding any treaties with Foreign Powers or
granting any concessions." In April, 1905, Japan was charged
with the control of the Korean Posts and Telegraphs and with
the regulation of navigation. The following November a further
agreement was signed by which Korea's foreign relations and the
representation of her interests abroad passed into the hands of
Japan. A Japanese Resident-General was appointed to Seoul
and Japanese Residents at the "open ports/* In 1907 the
direction of Korea's administration was entrusted to the Resident-
General and in 1910 the last Emperor of a decayed dynasty made
a complete and permanent cession to the Emperor of Japan of all
rights of sovereignty over the whole of Korea. "In consequence
of the aforesaid annexation the Government of Japan will assume
the entire government and administration of Chosen (Korea)."
The Emperor abdicated and Korea's independence, such as it
was, lapsed. The leading Koreans were parties to the cession of
their country, retiring from active life with newly created titles
and ill-earned pensions. There was little cause for regret. For
centuries the vassals of retrogade China the Koreans became the
subjects of progressive Japan. With the exception of a few
brief periods when art and literature had flourished, the long
annals of Korea were little more than a smudge on the history of
Asia until under the disappearing dynasty the country had
reached a state of monotonous and corrupt misgovernment
perhaps unparalleled elsewhere.

It was the elimination of Russia by the Japanese victories
of 1904-5 that had left Japan in the position to undertake the